




COMMENDATIONAWARD

Local Government 
In-house led Strategy, Project or Policy Initiative
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Category Sponsor

Award to: 
Central Goldfi elds Shire Council

Project: 
Maryborough Urban Prospects

Maryborough Urban Prospects outlines how a rural 
council seized an opportunity to transform a small 
town by creating employment opportunities, housing 
diversity, community facilities, economic growth, 
open spaces and community pride.  

Central Goldfi elds Shire Council took four redundant 
education sites totalling 11 hectares in strategic 
locations in the town of Maryborough, all with 
signifi cant heritage buildings, and managed a 
process to ensure they were developed in a timely 
manner, for appropriate uses and with buildings of 
a fi tting scale.  

Council worked with the community to formulate 
a vision for each of the sites in an Urban Design 
Framework study before taking on the substantial 
and risky responsibility of acquiring ownership of 
the sites from the State Government to package 
and reintroduce into the real estate market as a 
new attractive product.

Commendation to: 
Wyndham City Council
In partnership with Growth Areas Authority 

and Department of Planning & Community 

Development

Project: 
Wyndham Social Infrastructure 
Planning - 2040

The Wyndham Social Infrastructure Planning – 
2040 makes a signifi cant contribution to planning 
effectively and effi ciently for the breadth of 
community infrastructure required to meet future 
population needs.  

Melbourne’s strong population growth has placed 
heavy demands on growth area councils. The 
State Government’s planning response, Delivering 
Melbourne’s Newest Sustainable Communities 
(June 2009), proposes a new Urban Growth 
Boundary, which if approved, will see the City 
of Wyndham’s population grow from about 
140,000 to 400,000 people.

The impact of population growth on infrastructure 
requirements will be profound, with Wyndham 
Council alone, needing to fund over $300m worth 
of community infrastructure.

Wyndham City Council, with the assistance of 
Australian Social & Recreation Research Pty Ltd 
and involving eight government departments 
and authorities, has responded to this challenge 
by preparing a comprehensive suite of social 
infrastructure standards that will assist in 
planning early for infrastructure.



Local Government 
Local Application Process Initiative
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Category Sponsor

COMMENDATION
Commendation to:
Glen Eira City Council

Project: 
NORFI Fast Track

‘No Request for Further Information’ known as 
‘NORFI’ is yet another milestone in the process 
improvement efforts of Glen Eira City Council.  
Added to a suite of other process initiatives 
instituted by Glen Eira City Council over recent 
years, including pre-lodgement certifi cation and fast 
track processes for heritage and special building 
overlay applications, this initiative seeks to iron out 
the delays and angst often associated with further 
information requests within the planning process, 
providing for a more streamlined and transparent 
application process.

NORFI has the potential to be implemented 
across all planning departments within the 
State. The judges were impressed by the 
simplicity, ease of application and benefi ts for 
both councils and applicants alike. Glen Eira City 
Council is commended for its innovation in once 
again seeking to make the planning process a 
smoother experience for all.



AWARD
Consultant Planner of the Year

P
la

nn
in

g 
E

xc
el

le
nc

e 
20

0
9

 V
ic

to
ri

an
 A

w
ar

ds

25

Award to: 
SGS Economics and Planning

In recent times SGS Economics and Planning 
has grown their practice into a nationally and 
internationally recognised consultancy. This 
expansion of the practice has been driven 
by establishing a strong network of both 
government and private sector clients and 
delivering innovative and leading edge thinking 
in the fi elds of planning and economics.

Through their project involvement SGS has 
contributed signifi cantly to raising the profi le 
and awareness of planning issues affecting the 
community and has sought to share the lessons 
learnt through their boardroom seminar program 
and participation in industry events and forums. 
Specifi cally, SGS has been involved with research 
to inform the Victorian Transport Plan, analysis of 
the potential employment role of Central Activity 
Districts and contribution to the residential 
intensifi cation along tramway corridors project.

SGS’ long term contribution to Planning News 
through the monthly column, ‘The Economy in 
Space’ has provided a suitable forum to strengthen 
the relationship between planning and economic 
thinking, whilst providing their team with new 
exposure to the industry 

Not only has SGS committed to participating in the 
public policy debate and challenging new thinking 
within the industry, they have a strong focus on staff 
development and opportunity. SGS engages their 
team through structured staff appraisals, surveys, 
in-house training seminars and staff scholarship for 
innovative thinking. SGS is committed to providing 
their team with the opportunity to grow within the 
practice and provide a valuable contribution to the 
planning industry. 

Category Sponsor



Planning Minister’s Award
AWARD
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Award to:
The Growth Areas Authority
In partnership with: 

Cardinia Shire Council

City of Casey

 Hume City Council

 Melton Shire Council

Whitt lesea City Council

 Wyndham City Council

Various Victorian Government 

departments and agencies

Associated planning organisations 

and key stakeholder groups

Project: 
Precinct Structure Planning 
Guidelines

The Growth Areas Authority is an independent 
statutory body with a broad role to help create 
greater certainty, faster decisions and better 
coordination for all parties involved in the planning 
and development of Melbourne’s growth areas. 

The Growth Areas Authority works in partnership 
with local councils, developers and the Victorian 
Government to help create sustainable, well 
serviced communities. 

The Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines that 
the Growth Areas Authority has produced, in close 
partnership with its stakeholders, provide a simple 
tool for designing and delivering better quality 
communities on greenfi eld sites faster.

They set out the key objectives of growth area 
planning, and a step by step guide explaining how 
these objectives will be achieved.

The Precinct Structure Planning Guidelines deliver 
a core component of managing Melbourne’s growth 
and respond in a creative and successful way to 
delivering the vision and aspirations of Melbourne 
@ 5 million involving the community, government 
and the private sector.

As well, the initiative clearly demonstrates the 
importance of public space, walkability, integrated 
transport and a sense of place. 

Congratulations to the Growth Areas Authority and 
the contributing organisations.



AWARD
President’s Award
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Award to: 
SGS Economics and Planning 
In partnership with Design Urban and 

City of Melbourne

Project: 
Residential Intensifi cation in 
Tramway Corridors

This innovative research shows that accommodating 
an increased population, growing in a sustainable 
way and maintaining a high quality of living is 
possible in Melbourne.  

This Research Project, for Department of Planning 
and Community Development, has made a 
signifi cant contribution to urban planning practice 
in Victoria.  It responds to a common challenge 
in urban management - population and housing 
growth - with a solution that is specifi c to 
Melbourne and the legacy of the tram network.  
While the transport function of Melbourne’s 
tramway network is well appreciated in policy, 
the profound infl uence that trams have, and could 
have, on Melbourne’s urban form is less understood. 
This project addresses this gap.

The project has contributed to the debate and 
understanding of the role of tramway corridors in 
meeting future housing needs, a pertinent issue 
given the higher revised population projections 
of Melbourne @ 5 Million.  

The project demonstrates the valuable role of 
tramway corridors in contributing to Melbourne’s 
liveability with low rise, high density housing 
along sections of major tram routes, within easy 
reach of the city. It demonstrated the distinctive 
transport operations and land use functions of 
sections of tram corridors and the value of simple 
design guidelines.

It provides a sound model, based on two case 
study corridors, that can be applied to other 
transport corridors in Melbourne.

Category Sponsor



AWARD
President’s Award

P
la

nn
in

g 
E

xc
el

le
nc

e 
20

0
9

 V
ic

to
ri

an
 A

w
ar

ds

28

Category Sponsor

Award to: 
Central Goldfi elds Shire Council

Project: 
Maryborough Urban Prospects

This inspiring and entrepreneurial project involved 
the council purchasing four strategically located 
former education facilities which included heritage 
buildings and working with developers to deliver 
quality residential products, community facilities 
and local employment.

The project illustrates how local governments can 
be the catalyst for development whilst also meeting 
their community’s vision.
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